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Monthly message 

 

This is my first message for 2021 and I wish you all a Happy & Healthy New Year. 
Even though we are in the grips of the current lock down that may sink a few hearts, I would like to take the time to 
thank all the business and community members that donated to the two wonderfully successful ‘Christmas giving 
campaigns’.  Firstly the Christmas giving tree appeal run here in the Clacton Town, but for the good of all of the nomi-
nated children in Tendring.  Over four thousand presents were donated by you, wrapped by us and delivered by staff 
at Magnet House to 280 children that are likely not to get a present this year if not for the immense generosity of you 
and the hard efforts of all the staff involved.   

The second being run just in Walton & Frinton by their funded Community Officers whereby local business and com-
munity members donated chocolate and hampers amongst other gifts to the elderly and vulnerable within Walton & 
Frinton, that has been heralded as a huge success.   Again many thanks to you that donated and I pass on your thanks 
to the Community Officers that made this initiative happen.  
On the operational side, your Community Policing Teams caused minor local disruption when they discovered and 
then dismantled three large cannabis cultivations that had in total an estimated street value of £4 million.  

Cannabis is an illegal Class B drug that attracts a custodial sentence for being concerned in the production or supply 
and destroys the lives of individuals and families.  I say this from an informed Police perspective that see’s first hand 
the damage and misery it brings.  So I thank personally the communities that informed crimestoppers and made Ten-
dring just that little bit safer for us all.               
I further thank you all for all your efforts in following the Government regulations and advice, your efforts do make a 
difference and allow us to do what we do best which means we can focus on helping people, keeping them safe and 
catching criminals, which is what we are here to do. 

 

 

Take good care, stay safe. 

Martin 

 

Author  

Chief Inspector Martin Richards 

District Commander – Tendring 



Community Policing Team 

 Two Cannabis Factories discovered in December 

On 15 December the Tendring Community Policing Team executed a warrant under the Misuse of Drugs Act at 
an address in Wellesley Road, Clacton. 700+ cannabis plants were found in the property and both suspects were 
arrested on suspicion of possession with intent to supply drugs.  

On 17 December the team also discovered a large cannabis cultivation in a block of flats at Pier Approach, Wal-
ton. 2,274 plants were seized, with an estimated street value of  £1 million. Enquiries are still ongoing Anyone 
with information is asked to report it via our website and quote the incident number 440 of 17/12/20.  

If you have any information about drugs supply in your community, please report it to us so we can take appro-
priate action. You can submit a report online at https://www.essex.police.uk or use the 'Live Chat' button to 
speak to an online operator between 7am-11pm. Alternatively, you can call 101. 

Information can also be given to independent charity Crimestoppers 100% anonymously on 0800 555 111 or 
https://crimestoppers-uk.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Frinton & Walton PCSO’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Frinton and Walton Police Community Support 
Officers appealed for gift donations for the elderly or 
vulnerable members of the Frinton and Walton com-
munity at Christmas and were overwhelmed by the 
response from the community and local business who 
donated gifts. 

A ‘BIG’ Thank you to the local business and the parents 
and staff from Hamford Primary Academy, who’s staff 
also gave up their time to help us wrap the presents.  

The presents were taken to various members of the 
community who had been identified as being on their 
own or with no family over the Christmas period.  

PCSO Michele Diss has said “It was so lovely to see so 
many smiles on people’s faces as the presents were 
delivered and knowing we made a difference to them 
at this difficult time. We have also received some love-
ly letters thanking us for the gifts”. 



Victims Service 

 

Tendring Special Constables have put in an incredible 
number of hours this month supporting the community 
they live in. The above  infographic really tells a story, 
true community  heroes! 

Harwich Teen Talk 

 

 

The Harwich Teen Talk Positive Project have been very busy in 
December distributing the free activity packs to all the young 
people that applied, living in the Tendring area. 
Teen Talk’s positive packs have been created with the idea to 
help spread positive messages around Tendring for everyone 
to enjoy. 
After a difficult year the young people felt it was important to 
have something nice and fun to do. 
They have hand delivered the packs this week and were joined 
for a few hours by local Harwich Officer’s PC Gibson & PCSO 
Duffett to help distribute and meet some of the young people 
in the area. 

Please be aware of fraudsters sending out emails and texts offering vaccines. The following is an example of such a 
message that was received by a resident in last couple of days – 

“NHS: We have identified that you are eligible to apply for your vaccine. For more information and to apply, follow 
here:' (there is a link provided) The link takes you to a page with an official looking NHS heading on a blue  

background & headed ' We need to prove ownership of address '  
Please get a debit / credit card ready, you will need  

Sort Code – Account Number – Long card number - 
We use this to verify billing address with the bank  
No payments are made during verification [ There is a ' continue ' 
box. ]” 

If you receive this or anything similar, it is a scam. The NHS will 
never ask you for account details. PIN numbers etc. If you receive 
any messages like this, then please report to Action Fraud either 
online at – https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/reporting-fraud-

and... 
Or by calling - 0300 123 2040 

Additionally, if you think you may have fallen victim to this scam, then please contact your bank immediately. 



 

Vulnerability Compassion 

 

HARWICH VOLUNTEER POLICE CADETS  
Our Volunteer Police Cadets have given their time on Christmas day to work in conjunction with the communi-
ty volunteers to deliver a hot meal provided by N.E.S.T ( North Essex Support Team) the cadets have hand 
written a Christmas card and letter which have been delivered along with gifts to the elderly and vulnerable 
living alone in the Harwich area. 

Cadet leader PC Kirsty Lucas said “It’s so refreshing in these difficult times to have cadets wanting to volunteer 
their time on Christmas day to help others in our community” Harwich cadets would also like to thank Harwich 
McDonalds for their continued support in our cadet unit.  

 

 



Visibility Determination 

 
December The Community Policing Team & Bobby Elf met a very 
special five-year-old, Archie Clarke. 

Archie has a congenital heart defect (TOF) and has had 10 opera-
tions since birth, he is doing well and smiling more than ever.  

He had a wonderful time visiting Clacton Police Station and receiv-
ing presents from Bobby Elf.  

Officers from the Community Policing Team were con-
ducting patrols in Clacton & Jaywick.  

Thank you to all those in our community who continue to 
do the right thing and follow government regulations and 
advice. Your efforts do make a difference and allow us to 
do what we do best - helping people, keeping them safe 

and catching criminals. 

 
 



 

 

The Tendring Christmas Giving Tree  

 

 

 

 

 

With your support as a community and the support from our local businesses we 
were donated in the region of 4000 gifts!  

This has allowed us to help around 280 children within the Tendring District. 
We put smiles on the faces of so many children throughout this difficult time and 
‘Thank You’ from the bottom of our hearts for your support. 



You Said We Did 

 

 

 

On 21  December The Bobby Elf Drawing Competition  winner was announced on Social media 

‘Congratulations’ to seven-year-old, Joseph, who has drawn Bobby Elf catching a snowman taking 
presents, Bobby has then retrieved the presents and sent the snowman to jail! 

Joseph came to Clacton police station and received some gifts from Bobby himself, including a 
voucher kindly gifted by McDonalds. 

 

 


